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Eligibility  
Who is eligible to apply to become a BRAIN Fellow? 

 An applicant for the BRAIN program must be a US Citizen. 
 An applicant must be enrolled as a full time student at a two or four year college 

or university. 
 An applicant must have a B/C grade point average in science coursework; overall 

GPA of 2.7 or higher 
 An applicant must be able to attend the entire BRAIN summer program.  

 
If I am a graduating in May, am I eligible to apply for the BRAIN Program? 

 No. If you are graduating college in May you are not eligible to apply for the 
BRAIN program. You must be a rising sophomore, junior, or senior to be eligible 
for the program. 

 
If I graduated already and am now enrolled in another college or university may I 
apply? 

 No. Only students who have not yet received their undergraduate degree may 
apply. 

 
If I participated as a BRAIN Fellow in the past may I apply for a second summer? 

 No. 
 
Is there an age requirement to participate in the BRAIN program? 

 No, there is not an age requirement. Students must be enrolled as a full time 
student in a two or four year college or university. 

 
If I am not from Atlanta, am I eligible to apply for the BRAIN program? 

 Yes. Applicants from any U.S. college or university may apply. 
 
Are there any laboratory prerequisites or specific science classes required to participate 
in the program?  

 There are no specific science classes or laboratory prerequisites required to 
participate in the BRAIN program. We do prefer applicants have some experience 
working in a scientific laboratory. However, all students who are interested in 
neuroscience and would like to participate in this summer research program may 
apply. 

 
Application  
Do my recommendation letters have to be turned in by the deadline? 

 Yes, the recommendation letters should be received by the deadline posted on the 
website. 
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Are there any special forms that I need to download to give to my professor who is 
writing my recommendation letter? 

 No. Your professor should write a letter on university or college letterhead 
stationery explaining why you would be an asset to the BRAIN program and why 
you would benefit from participating as a BRAIN Fellow. 

 
Can my professor fax my letter of recommendation? 

 Yes. Professors may fax letters of recommendation to Shana Basnight, CBN 
Undergraduate Program Coordinator, at 404-727-2799. However, they must then 
follow up with a paper copy by mail in a sealed envelope. 

 
Can my professor email my letter of recommendation? 

 No. The CBN Undergraduate Program office would prefer that professors not 
send an email copy of their letter of recommendation. However, if they do send 
one, they should follow up with a paper copy on college or university letterhead 
stationery sent in a sealed envelope. 

 
When will I receive notification about my acceptance into the program? 

 All applicants will receive notification about their decision during the first week 
of April. Some students will be accepted, some will be not accepted and some 
may be placed on a wait-list.  

 
If I do not get accepted into the program this year, can I reapply next year? 

 If you do not get accepted into the program this year, you are able to re-apply for 
the program next year. 

 
Program  
How many students will be selected to participate into the BRAIN program? 

 Approximately 20 students will be selected to participate in the BRAIN program. 
 
How competitive is the applicant pool? 

 Very. There are always significantly more students interested in applying than 
there are available spaces. If you are not accepted please consider applying again 
next year if you are still eligible.  

 
What does a day in the life of a BRAIN Fellow look like? 

 Upon arrival, Fellows will be greeted by the CBN Undergraduate Program 
Coordinator and will be given a tour of the campus and provided with initial 
information.  

 For the first week of the BRAIN program, Fellows will be required to participate 
in full-day orientation activities. The orientation activities will help Fellows get 
prepared to work in the labs and get oriented to the BRAIN program and their 
peers. 
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 For the remainder of the BRAIN program, Fellows will spend most of their time, 
Monday through Friday, working full-time in the labs of their mentors. BRAIN 
Fellows will be required to fill out a time sheet and keep a journal of their 
experiences in the lab. Fellows and their Mentors will discuss the need for any 
weekend lab work. It is not unusual to work in the lab on the weekends. 

 BRAIN Fellows will also be expected to attend a weekly half-day seminar on a 
variety of topics related to research, science, and presentation skills. 

 
What will I do with all of the research I am conducting in the BRAIN program? 

 BRAIN Fellows will be expected to participate in a poster symposium and turn in 
a research paper at the end of the BRAIN program. 

 
Do Fellows receive a stipend for participating in the program? 

 Yes. Fellows will receive a stipend of $3000 for participating in the BRAIN 
program.  

 
When do BRAIN Fellows receive their stipend? 

 A portion of the stipend will be received partway through the program while 
Fellows are still working in laboratories. A portion of the stipend will be provided 
after the end of the program. The final portion of the stipend will be provided 
during the fall semester after participating in BRAIN when Fellows complete a 
final follow-up questionnaire. Fellows should not arrive on campus without some 
way to pay for preliminary expenses before the first portion of the stipend is 
received partway through the program. 

 
Will the BRAIN program provide housing? 

 Yes the BRAIN program will cover the costs associated with housing. BRAIN 
Fellows will live in the student apartments on the Clairmont campus of Emory 
University. 

 
May I move into my student apartment earlier than the start of orientation? 

 No 
 
May I stay in my student apartment beyond the end of the BRAIN program? 

 No. 
 
If I currently live in Atlanta must I stay in the Emory student apartments? 

 No. It is not mandatory that BRAIN Fellows reside in the provided student 
apartments but it is strongly encouraged. Fellows will want to enjoy the 
opportunities to become friends and colleagues with other BRAIN Fellows. 
Additionally, local Atlanta traffic problems could prevent a Fellow from arriving 
promptly at BRAIN events and laboratory duties. 
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Can friends of BRAIN Fellows stay in the Fellows’ student apartments? 

 No. Absolutely not.  
 
Will the BRAIN program provide transportation? 

 BRAIN Fellows are financially responsible for their transportation to Emory 
University at the start of the BRAIN program and for their transportation back to 
their residence once BRAIN has ended. At orientation, BRAIN Fellows will be 
given information on how to access free shuttles to the various metro Atlanta 
colleges and universities involved in BRAIN. Fellows who will not be able to use 
inter-college shuttles will be provided with fare cards on Atlanta’s public transit 
system (MARTA). A carpool system will also be organized to help Fellows get to 
their labs. 

 
Should I bring my car? 

 It is not required that you have a car but you may find that a car is particularly 
helpful. A parking deck adjacent to the student apartments will be available for 
BRAIN Fellows who have a car. There will not be a fee for parking in this deck 
but there may be a fee on other campuses. 

 
Do I have to participate in the entire BRAIN program? 

 Yes. There is no flexibility in the start and end dates of the program. Only 
participants who are available for the entire program will be selected and it is 
expected that all BRAIN Fellows participate in all events and for the entire 
duration of the program. 

 
Can I receive academic credit while participating in the BRAIN program? 

 No. BRAIN Fellows receive stipends in lieu of academic credit. 
 
Can I take academic classes while participating in the BRAIN program? 

 No. Fellows are asked to commit their full attention to the BRAIN program.   
 
Mentors 
How will I be paired up with a mentor?  

 When the application decisions are made, the CBN Undergraduate Education 
selection committee will make suggestions for possible mentor matches.  

 The mentors will have an opportunity to review the applications of the selected 
students and will be able to choose their top three choices.  

 If you are accepted as a BRAIN Fellow, you will be provided with information 
about the mentors and will be able to select your top three mentor choices. 

 A special networking event will be provided to give Fellows and Mentors the 
opportunity to meet each other.  

 The CBN Undergraduate Program Office will coordinate the Fellow-Mentor 
matches and will work very hard to make the best matches possible. 
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What should I do if I am not satisfied with my mentor decision? 

 If you are not satisfied with the final decision, give it your best shot and try to 
work in the lab for the first few weeks. If you are still unhappy and would like to 
switch Mentors, you should first speak with the CBN Undergraduate Program 
Coordinator to address your concerns. Often, it is possible, with some 
communication, to make the match work to the Fellow’s and the Mentor’s 
advantage. If this strategy does not work, a Fellow can submit a request in writing 
stating reasons for the need to change Mentors and then the program will work to 
facilitate that change. Changing mentors should be considered as a last resort.   

 
At which school will I conduct my research? 

 The CBN is a consortium of seven metro-Atlanta area schools. BRAIN Fellows 
conduct research in the laboratories of Emory University, Georgia State 
University, Morehouse College, Spelman College, Clark Atlanta University, 
Georgia Institute of Technology, or Morehouse School of Medicine. 

 
Benefits 
What are the benefits of participating in the BRAIN program? 

 An intensive, first-class research experience in the biomedical or behavioral 
sciences. 

 Mentoring from eminent scientists at the CBN member institutions. 
 Guidance in the development of a professional poster and presentation skills that 

prepare you for making scientific presentations. 
 Weekly seminars on special topics to prepare you for success in research. 
 The opportunity to meet a diverse group of talented students with similar career 

interests and goals from all over the United States. 
 Free housing at Emory University during the program. 
 Living in the vibrant, exciting city of Atlanta and exploring all it has to offer for 

the duration of the program. 
 A $3000 stipend. 
 Making life-long friends and taking home great memories. 
 Jump-starting your career. 


